Belated happy 17 Mai to Norwegian members of the Nordic Club!

In your honor, we have initiated sales of the tickets for the drawing of the

Ekornes “Stressless” chair. Tickets are for sale for $10 per ticket and the drawing will take place at our event on June 22. Tickets are available from our treasurer Kathy Simmons to members who have paid their dues for this year. This activity is with the sponsorship of The Bohemian Store where you can go and try out the chair before you buy a ticket or two or three or….

Our very own Fred Myhrer was in Norway celebrating 17 Mai and shared with us that he is having a cool time “Hi y'all,

Yesterday I spent 17 May in Oslo for the first time in more than 35 years. The coldest 17 May in Oslo in more than 50 years, 4 degrees Celcius (about 40 F).”

News from Columbia is the marriage of one of our members!

Congratulations to Anders Gardestig and Rebecca Ann Oates Douglas!

An interesting item is that Lester and Elbita Crosby attended a performance of Prairie Home Companion!
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Here is inspiring news from Norway..

Traditions live on up north

Spring is busting out all over, and in the far north of Norway it's accompanied by a wave of confirmations and weddings celebrated in traditional Sami style. 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


The past weekend unleashed what some observers call "the most beautiful fairy tales" of the season. It was wedding and confirmation time in Kautokeino and Masi, before the Sami people herd their reindeer from the vast inland areas of Finnmark to coastal grazing land.
Confirmations quickly turn into community events, and normally full local churches are packed to overflowing. Family members are given tickets, to be sure they get seats.

The event is a spectacle of bright colours, smiles, brilliant handicraft and serious expressions of the Christian faith.

The pastor speaks in Norwegian, which in turn is translated to the Sami language (Samisk). There are few if any shortcuts: Sami congregations sing all verses of the hymns, sermons are detailed and all those being confirmed are expected to come forward to take communion.

Months of preparations have taken place before the young Sami teenagers kneel in church, both religious and non-religious.

Special reindeer were slaughtered last fall, to feed guests at the parties that follow the church services. The reindeer skin has been well taken care of, and turned into trousers. Colourful, traditional dress is an important part of all Sami celebrations.

"Everything should be new, from the innermost to the outermost clothes," said Berit Andersdatter Buljo Eira, mother one of the teenage girls being confirmed. "It's best when the clothing is sewn by the parents, the grandparents or the godparents."

She has sewn her daughter's jacket and the family invested in the silver that goes with the traditional dress. Her mother, Gunnhild Sara Buljo, also contributed to the weaving and sewing that goes into the elaborate and colourful garments.

Her husband handpicked all the cloudberries (multe) served for dessert. Several hundred guests can show up at traditional Sami weddings and confirmations.

"Its important to have traditions," said Berit Eira. "And we take care of them."

Aftenposten English Web Desk
Nina Berglund
It seems there are concerns about oil prices in Finland as there are here….

Price of basic petrol crosses EUR 1.50 threshold in south of Finland 

EUR 1.60/litre for 95E unleaded imminent further north
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The most popular grade of motor fuel in Finland, 95 octane unleaded petrol, exceeded the EUR 1.55 threshold at many manned filling stations in densely-populated areas of the south of Finland. 
      At petrol pumps in areas where transport distances are longer, the next limit is about to be broken. In Inari, for instance, a litre of 95-octane petrol cost EUR 1.599, and even in Mikkeli, it was EUR 1.597 a litre. 
      On Monday, the polttoaine.net website reported that the most expensive fuel in the Helsinki region was available at the Neste station in Mankki in Espoo. Polttoaine.net lists current prices at petrol stations around Finland, based on reports by individual motorists. 
      
On Monday afternoon, Peter Jansson drove to the pump and placidly filled the tank of his Mazda with fuel costing EUR 1.529 a litre. 
      “I often fill up here because I work nearby. It is certainly expensive, but fortunately I have a company car. I drive 30-40,000 kilometres a year, of which 90 per cent is work-related”, Jansson says. 
      He does not shop around for lower petrol prices, but he has decided that his next company car will have a diesel engine. 
      
In Europe the rising trend is mitigated by the fact that the US dollar, which is the currency in which crude oil is quoted, has been declining in value. Largely for that reason, petrol in Finland costs only ten per cent more than it did two years ago. 
      Arvo Ruotsalainen, manager of transport services at Neste Oil, says that petrol would cost 15 cents a litre more than it does now if the exchange rate of the euro were 1.30 US dollars. 
      The main reason for the new peak in prices stems from the rising trend in the dollar, which began about two weeks ago. However, on Monday the dollar dropped again, so that one euro was worth USD 1.55.
Helsingin Sanomat
Iceland City Council is fixing an interesting incentive plan to motivate hopeowners to keep properties looking good, could be an inspiration to Columbia….

Reykjavik’s City Council Threatens to Fine House Owners

The city council of Reykjavík has sent a letter to some house owners on Laugavegur in the city center, claiming that house holders have to repair their houses, preferably before June 17, but no later than August 1. If not, house owners will be fined. 

According to Magnús Snaedal, building representative, house owners will be fined to maximum of 50,000 ISK (aprox. 680 USD) per day. Fréttabladid reports. 
Orri Arnarsson, owner of Laugarvegur 39, claims the notice period is too short and house owners will not be able to do any major repairs by the deadline. House owners on Laugavegur are also worried about the planned demolition of buildings in the city center, and there is an uncertainty about the future of the area, Arnarson states in Fréttabladid. 

“Contractors are booked throughout the summer and all major repairs needs to be planed far in advance to invite bids for the projects and such,” a plasterer claims in Fréttabladid. 

Another item in the news is that Iceland has authorised a whale hunt for 45 whales, news that is a little sad.

On a more positive note, we would like to extend a kind welcome to some new members. Mrs. Patricia Willer as Scanfan who was once an exchange student in Denmark . Also a hearty welcome to retired Brigadier General Charles Hill Anderson.

We are almost one month away from the Nordic Club summer event. Invitations will be sent out shortly but be sure to mark your calendar for June 22nd. In the tradition of the club, we need a team to plan the event.

There will be samples from Arla Foods, Beer, Akvavit,

Songs to sing and people to exchange stories with. We will have door prizes in addition to the drawing of the Norwegian chair. We look forward to seeing you next month!

From Denmark with love..... there are Royal wedding bells this month.
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A Royal Wedding in the merry month of May!
Prince Joachim weds his French fiancée 
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There's nothing like the fairytale atmosphere that a royal wedding creates, and if you're in Denmark on Saturday 24 May, you'll be able to enjoy that atmosphere to the full as church bells ring across the land. For that's the day that the younger of the Queen's two sons, 38 year old Prince Joachim, ties the knot with his 32 year old French-born fiancée Marie Cavallier. 

This particular Danish royal wedding will have a notably French flavour, since Prince Joachim is himself half-French. So along with the sea of red-and-white Danish flags that will be enthusiastically waving on the day, the red-white-and-blue of the tricolour will no doubt also be strongly in evidence. 

The chosen royal wedding date of 24 May has historical associations in Denmark, since it marks the 73rd anniversary of the wedding of Prince Joachim's grandparents, King Frederik IX and Queen Ingrid. 

The marriage is the second for the prince, who will wed his new bride at Møgeltønder Church in southern Jutland, where the prince's estate is located. Bishop Erik Norman Svendsen will officiate at the wedding. Following the ceremony, a private wedding banquet will be held at Schackenborg Castle, Møgeltønder. After the marriage Miss Cavallier will assume the title of Her Royal Highness Princess Marie. 

Møgeltønder Church lies in a picturesque medieval village near Schackenborg Castle. The village, despite its small size today, was once of great commercial importance to the region, and for this reason the church is one of the largest and most opulent village churches in Denmark. The church has been recently restored with rich interior furnishing. 

Prince Joachim and Marie Cavallier first met in 2005. In early 2007 Miss Cavallier accompanied the prince on a skiing holiday in Switzerland, and was introduced to the Queen for the first time at Easter 2007. The engagement was officially announced on 3 October 2007, and the wedding date was notified publicly on 21 November 2007. 

Prince Joachim has two sons from his first marriage, Prince Nikolai and Prince Felix, who are now 8 and 5 years old respectively. Joachim is fourth in line to the Danish throne, following his elder brother Crown Prince Frederik and the Crown Prince's two children, Prince Christian and Princess Isabella. 


Have a wonderful month of May!
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